Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee 2nd December, 1977 by unknown
N o r t h
W e s t
W a t e r
Dawson House, Great Sankey 
Warrington WA5 3LW 
Telephone Penketh 4321
2 5 th  Novem ber, 1977.
To: Members o f  th e  R e g io n a l F i s h e r i e s  
A d v iso ry  C om m ittee 
(M essrs . T . A. F . B arn es  (C h a irm an );
T . A. B la c k le d g e ; F . B u rg e ss ; J .  M. C r o f t ;  
B. Downs; E . P . E cro y d ; T. M. F a r r e r ;
J .  H. F e l l ;  W. F. Hobson; R. D. H oughton; 
P . W. J e n n in g s ;  Wm. McKenna; R. A. P a r k in ;  
L. B. W illia m s ; M rs. D. W ilso n ; G. W ilso n ; 
and  th e  C hairm an o f  th e  A u th o r i ty  
(P. J .  L i d d e l l ) ; and th e  V ice  C hairm an o f  
th e  A u th o r i ty  (J . A. F o s t e r ) ( e x  o f f i c i o ) ) .
D ear S ir/M adam ,
A S p e c ia l  M eetin g  o f  t h e  REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE w i l l  be  h e ld  a t  3 .0 0  p .m . on FRIDAY, 2ND DECEMBER, 
1977, a t*  DAWSON_HOUSE, GREAT SANKEY, f o r  c o n s id e r a t io n  o f  th e  
f o l lo w in g  b u s in e s s .
Y ours f a i t h f u l l y ,
G. W. SHAW,
D i r e c to r  o f  A d m in is t r a t io n .
A G E N D A
1. A p o lo g ie s  f o r  A bsence.
2 . M in u te s  o f  th e  L a s t  M ee tin g .
3 . F i s h e r i e s  Income and E x p e n d itu re  (P a p e rs  p r e v io u s ly  c i r c u l a t e d ) .
* NOTES: (1) As on 2nd Decem ber t h e r e  i s  an A u th o r i ty  L ia is o n  
M eetin g  w ith  members o f  t h e  G r e a te r  M an ch es te r 
C o u n c il  f o r  w h ich  th e  B oard Room w i l l  be  r e q u i r e d ,  
i t  may b e  n e c e s s a ry  f o r  th e  R e g io n a l C om m ittee to  
m eet i n  th e  H u tte d  A ccom m odation. Members w i l l  be  
a d v is e d  o f  t h e  a c t u a l  room on a r r i v a l .
(2) B ecause  o f  th e  L ia is o n  M eetin g  th e  C hairm an h a s  a g re e d  
t o  t h e  R e g io n a l C om m ittee m e e tin g  a t  3 .0 0  p .m . i n s t e a d  
o f  2 .1 5  p .m . a s  o r i g i n a l l y  in te n d e d .
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
14TH NOVEMBER, 1977
Present: T.A.F. Barnes, Esq.
J.M. Croft, Esq.
E.P. Ecroyd, Esq.
J.H. Fell, Esq.
W.F. Hobson, Esq. 
R.D. Houghton, Esq.
P.W. Jennings, Esq. 
P.J. Liddell, Esq. 
Wm. McKenna, Esq. 
L.B. Williams, Esq. 
Mrs. D. Wilson 
G. Wilson, Esq.
22. APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN
The Chairman of the Authority, Mr. Liddell, announced 
that following the retirement of Mr. J.R.S. Watson, the 
Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food had appointed 
Mr. T.A.F. Barnes to the Authority having a special know­
ledge of fisheries, and that at the meeting of the Authority 
held on 10th October, 1977, Mr. Barnes had been appointed to 
serve on this Committee.
The Chairman introduced Mr. Barnes and welcomed him to 
this his first meeting of the Committee. He then proposed 
and it was seconded and carried unanimously that Mr. Barnes 
be appointed Chairman of the Committee for the remainder of 
the current 'Authority Year'.
(T.A.F. BARNES, ESQ., CHAIRMAN)
Mr. Barnes responded appropriately to Mr. Liddell's 
welcome, and to the Committee for appointing him to the Chair.
23. INTRODUCTION AND WELCOME TO MEMBER
The Chairman welcomed Mrs. D. Wilson to this her first 
meeting of the Committee.
24. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence from the meeting were received from 
Mr. T.A. Blackledge, Mr. B. Downs, Mr. T.M. Farrer, Mr. J.A. Foster 
and Mr. R.A. Parkin.
The Chairman informed members that Mr. T.A. Blackledge was 
presently in hospital recovering from illness. Members 
joined with the Chairman in expressing their best wishes to 
Mr. Blackledge for a speedy recovery and requested that a letter 
be sent to him on behalf of the Committee expressing these 
sentiments.
25. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
RESOLVED:
That the Minutes of the last meeting of 
the Committee held on 18th July, 1977, be 
approved as a correct record and signed by the 
Chairman.
226. MINUTES OF LOCAL ADVISORY COMMITTEES
(A) (1) South and West Cumberland
The Chairman of the South and West 
Cumberland Fisheries Advisory Committee 
submitted the Minutes of the proceedings 
of the meeting held on 17th October, 1977.
RESOLVED:
That the Minutes of the meeting 
of the South and West Cumberland 
Advisory Committee held on 
17th October, 1977, be received.
(2) South and West Cumberland
The Chairman of the South and West 
Cumberland Fisheries Advisory Committee 
submitted the Minutes of the proceedings 
of the Special Meeting of the Committee 
held on 9th November, 1977.
RESOLVED:
That the Minutes of the Special 
Meeting of the South and West Cumberland 
Advisory Committee held on 9th November, 1977 
be received and that the recommendations 
contained in Minute No. 13 (Fisheries 
Income and Expenditure) be considered under 
the appropriate Agenda Item.
(B) Eden and District
The Chairman of the Eden and District Advisory 
Committee submitted the Minutes of the proceedings of the 
meeting held on 18th October, 1977.
RESOLVED:
That the Minutes of the meeting of the 
Eden and District Advisory Committee held on 
18th October, 1977, be received and that the 
recommendations contained in Minute No. 5 
(Fisheries Income and Expenditure) be considered 
under the appropriate Agenda Item.
(c) South Lancashire
The Chairman of the South Lancashire Advisory 
Committee submitted the Minutes of the proceedings 
of the meeting held on 19th October, 1977.
RESOLVED:
That the Minutes of the meeting of the 
South Lancashire Advisory Committee held on 
19th October, 1977, be received, the recommend-
3ations contained in Minute No. 4 (Fisheries 
Income and Expenditure) and Minute No. 5 
(Worthington Reservoirs, Opening of Public 
Day Ticket Fishery) be considered under the 
appropriate Agenda Items, and that the 
recommendation contained in Minute No. 8(7) 
(Report by Area Fisheries Officer on Fisheries 
Activities - Radioactive Discharges and Fishery 
Interests) be approved for submission to the 
Water Management Committee.
(D) Lune, Wyre and Furness
(1) The Chairman of the Lune, Wyre and 
Furness Advisory Committee submitted the 
Minutes of the proceedings of the meeting 
held on 24th October, 1977.
RESOLVED:
That the Minutes of the meeting 
of the Lune, Wyre and Furness Advisory 
Committee held on 24th October, 1977 
be received and the recommendations 
contained in Minute No. 4 ^Fisheries 
Income and Expenditure) be considered 
under the appropriate Agenda Item.
(2) The Chairman of the Committee indicated 
that although not recorded in the Minutes of the 
meeting held on 24th October, 1977 it had been 
the Committee's intention to seek the re­
implementation of the existing agreement between 
the Authority and Mr. D. while in relation to 
his cessation of abstractions of water from
the River Leven for power generation, during 
the months of July,August and September, 1978. 
(SEE Minute No. 18(d) 15th November, 1976 - 
Manchester Water Order, 1966, Fisheries 
Improvement Work on the River Leven).
RESOLVED:
That the Water Management Committee 
be recommended to re-implement the existing 
agreement between the Authority and 
Mr. While on the existing terms for the 
year 1978.
(E) Mersey and Weaver
The Chairman of the Mersey and Weaver Advisory 
Committee submitted the Minutes of the proceedings of 
the meeting held on 26th October, 1977.
4RESOLVED:
That the Minutes of the meeting of the 
Mersey and Weaver Advisory Committee held on 
26th October, 1977, be received and that the 
recommendations contained in Minute No. 7 
(Fisheries Income and Expenditure) be 
considered under the appropriate Agenda Item.
27. FISHERIES INCOME AND EXPENDITURE
In introducing this item the Chairman informed members 
that the Minister of Agriculture Fisheries and Food had approved 
the Authority's application for a 30% increase on existing 
licence duties to take effect from 1st January, 1978.
A report was submitted prepared by a Working Party of 
officers set up to investigate the general relationship between 
income and expenditure on fisheries and make recommendations as 
to future policy.
The report and recommendations had been discussed by the 
Finance and Personnel Sub-Committee on 13th September, 1977,
(Minute No. 63) who had approved recommendation 10 (a) but had 
in turn recommended that all the proposals contained in recommend­
ations 10(b), (c), (d) and (e) be submitted to the Regional and 
Local Fisheries Advisory Committees for their comments and 
observations before taking any further decision.
The Local Advisory Committees had discussed the report at the 
October round of meetings and their recommendations were set out in 
the respective Minutes. A summary of proposals and recommendations 
received from certain Angling Associations and Consultatives 
concerning the Working Party's proposals were also submitted to 
the Committee.
Particular consideration was given to the recommendation of 
the South and West Cumberland Committee (Minute No. 13(i)) sug­
gesting that the proposed licence structure be altered and that 
there be only two rod licences, namely an annual game and an 
annual coarse licence, available throughout the Region from 
1st January, 1979.
After due consideration of the report together with the 
recommendations and proposals of the Local Committees and other 
bodies the Committee
RESOLVED:
(1) That to enable members to consult their 
associations and to have further time for consider­
ation of the recommendation of the South and West 
Cumberland Advisory Committee (Minute No. 13(1),
9th November, 1977), that there be only two rod licences 
from 1st January, 1979 throughout the Region; 
consideration of Working Party recommendations 10(b)(i),
(iii), (v)- and 10 (e) together with the further recommend­
ation of that Committee (Minute No. 13(4) and of the 
Eden and District Advisory Committee (Minute No. 5(2),
18th October, 1977) that licence duties in respect of
5nets and fixed engines be reviewed, be deferred 
and that a Special Meeting of the Committee be 
convened for consideration of these recommendations 
on 2nd December, 1977.
(2) That the recommendation in Minute No. 4(1) of 
the Minutes of the Lune, Wyre and Furness Advisory 
Committee held on 24th October, 1977, be noted.
RECOMMENDED:
(1) That the recommendations numbered
10(b)(ii) and (iv) of the report be approved.
(2) That the recommendation number 10(c) 
be not approved.
(3) In relation to recommendation 10(d):
That in calculating the income to be 
received from fishing licence duties, primary 
regard be given to the cost of licensing and 
enforcement.
(4) That the recommendation in Minute No. 4(5) 
of the Minutes of the South Lancashire Advisory 
Committee held on 19th October, 1977 be approved.
28. WORTHINGTON RESERVOIRS, OPENING OF PUBLIC DAY 
TICKET FISHERY
The Committee considered a report concerning the opening 
in October of this year of the Worthington Reservoirs as a 
coarse fishery.
This matter had been discussed by the South Lancashire 
Advisory Committee on 19th October, 1977 (Minute No. 5) 
who had recommended :
"That this Committee views with great concern 
the restrictions which have been formulated for 
Worthington Reservoirs and requests the Authority 
to review the restrictions imposed in view of the 
Authority1s declared intention to develop the 
reservoirs as a coarse fishery."
After full discussion, the Committee in turn
RECOMMENDED:
That the Authority be asked to consider 
relaxing the restrictions presently imposed at 
Worthington Reservoirs in relation to groundbaiting 
and loose feeding.
629. CASTLE CARROCK RESERVOIR - POSSIBLE ACCESS OP PUBLIC 
 FOR ANGLING
It was reported that at the meeting held on 31st October, 1977, 
the Recreation Sub-Committee had resolved:
"That the resolution of the Regional Fisheries 
Advisory Committee be noted and that an assess­
ment of the possible use of Castle Carrock 
Reservoir for public angling be carried out as 
soon as practicable."
RECOMMENDED:
That all possible steps be taken to 
expedite the opening of Castle Carrock Reservoir 
for public angling.
30. RIVER MARRON - LOSTRIGG BECK, OUTGANG OPEN CAST 
COAL SITE
The Chairman of the South and West Cumberland Advisory 
Committee expressed concern at the possible detrimental effect 
to fisheries of open cast coal workings in the area of the 
River Marron.
The Manager of the Rivers Division informed the 
Committee that currently regular site inspections were being 
made and that the Authority1s Clerk of Works was keeping a 
watch on the situation.
Applications in respect of further workings would have to go 
through the Authority1s full consent procedure prior to discharges 
to the river being permitted to take place.
ADDENDUM TO APPENDIX I I I
SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS
NOTE: S in c e  th e  summary o f  recom m endations  c o n ta in e d  i n  A ppendix  I I I  
was c o m p ile d , th e  f o l lo w in g  f u r t h e r  reco m m en d a tio n s  c o n c e rn in g  th e  
W orking  P a r ty  recom m endations  have  b een  r e c e iv e d .
W orking P a r ty  R ecom m endation 1 0 ( b ) ( i )
(se e  p a ra g ra p h  1 o f  A ppendix  I I I )
R ecom m endation o f  S o u th  and W est C um berland  
C om m ittee:
The C om m ittee  r e j e c t e d  reco m m en d a tio n s  1 0 ( b ) ( i )  ( i i i )  
and  (v) and  i n  t u r n  RECOMMENDED:  
" T h a t  t h e  p ro p o se d  l i c e n c e  s t r u c t u r e  b e  
a l t e r e d ,  and  t h a t  t h e r e  be  o n ly  two ro d  l i c e n c e s  
from  1 s t  J a n u a r y ,  1979 th ro u g h o u t  t h e  R eg ion , 
nam ely a n  a n n u a l game f i s h i n g  l i c e n c e  and an  
a n n u a l c o a r s e  f i s h i n g  l i c e n c e . "
Comments o f  C a r l i s l e  A n g lin g  A s s o c ia t io n :
S e p a ra te  l i c e n c e s  f o r  sa lm o n , m ig r a to r y  t r o u t ,  no n - 
m ig r a to r y  t r o u t  and f r e s h w a te r  f i s h  w ould  rem ove a n o m a lie s  
an d  b e  w elcom ed.
Comments o f  L a n c a s h i re  C o n s u l t a t iv e  F i s h e r i e s  C om m ittee:
No comment on t h i s  reco m m en d a tio n .
Comments o f  B ram pton A n g lin g  A s s o c ia t io n :
The n o n -m ig ra to ry  t r o u t  l i c e n c e  b e  d i s c o n t in u e d  and 
t h a t  a  com bined m ig ra to ry  and  n o n -m ig ra to ry  t r o u t  l i c e n c e  
b e  made a v a i l a b l e  a t  a  c o s t  o f  £6 p e r  s e a s o n .
2Recommendation of South and West Cumberland 
Committee;
Approved.
Comments of Carlisle Angling Association;
Agreed that children of 10 years and over should 
hold licences: young anglers required and would benefit 
from some control.
Comments of Lancashire Consultative Fisheries Committee:
Retain at 14 years - youngsters should be encouraged 
to take up angling, obstructions should not be put in their 
way.
Comments of Brampton Angling Association:
2. Working Party Recommendation 10(b)(il):
(see paragraph 2 of Appendix III)
No comment on this recommendation.
33 . W orking  P a r ty  R ecom m endation 1 0 ( b ) ( i i i ) : 
( s e e  p a ra g r a p h  3 o f  A ppendix  I I I )
R ecom m endation o f  S o u th  and W est C um berland 
C o m m ittee :
D e a l t  w i th  u n d e r  p a ra g ra p h  1 a b o v e .
Comments o f  C a r l i s l e  A n g lin g  A s s o c ia t io n :
The change o f  7 day l i c e n c e s  t o  14 d ay s  was an  
im p o s i t io n .  M ost v i s i t o r s  to  A s s o c ia t io n  w a te r s  came f o r  
one d a y 's  f i s h i n g  and  w ere  i s s u e d  w i th  a  day p e r m i t .
Comments o f  L a n c a s h ire  C o n s u l t a t iv e  F i s h e r i e s  C om m ittee:
No comment on t h i s  reco m m en d a tio n .
Comments o f  B ram pton A n g lin g  A s s o c ia t io n :
No comment on t h i s  reco m m en d a tio n .
4Recommendation of South and West Cumberland 
Committee:
Approved.
Comments of Carlisle Angling Association:
No comment on this recommendation.
Comments of Lancashire consultative Fisheries Committee
No comment on this recommendation.
Comments of Brampton Angling Association:
4. Working Party Recommendation 10(b)(iv);
(see paragraph 4 of Appendix III)
No comment on this recommendation.
5W orking P a r ty  R ecom m endation 1 0 ( b ) ( v ) ;
( se e  p a ra g ra p h  5 o f  A ppendix  I I I )
R ecom m endation o f  S o u th  and  W est C um berland  
C o m m ittee :
D e a l t  w i th  u n d e r  p a ra g r a p h  1 a b o v e .
Comments o f  C a r l i s l e  A n g lin g  A s s o c ia t io n ;
The p r o p o s a l s  to  i n c r e a s e  ro d  l i c e n c e s  by  122% a f t e r  
th e  30% i n c r e a s e  e n v is a g e d  f o r  J a n u a r y ,  1978, i f  a p p ro v e d  
w ou ld  c r e a t e  a c r i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  f o r  A s s o c ia t io n s  su c h  as  th e  
C a r l i s l e  A .A ., w h ich  c a t e r  f o r  a n g le r s  o f  m o d e ra te  me a n s .  I n  
t h e i r  s u b m is s io n  i t  was b o th  u n r e a l i s t i c  and  u n f a i r  to  e x p e c t  
a n g le r s  t o  a c c e p t  in c r e a s e s  o f  t h i s  m a g n itu d e . 
I n  th e  A s s o c ia t io n s  v ie w :-
(1) Such in c r e a s e s  c o u ld  be  ..s e lf  d e f e a t i n g ;  
some a n g le r s  w ould  f i s h  i n  S c o t la n d  w here  
t h e r e  w ere  no l i c e n c e  d u t i e s ,  some w ou ld  
t a k e  up s e a  a n g l i n g ,o th e r s  w ould  g iv e  up 
a n g l in g  and  t u r n  t o  o t h e r  s p o r t s .
(2) The r a t e s  p a id  by A s s o c ia t io n s  and R ip a r i a n  
Owners s h o u ld  be  d i r e c t e d  t o  th e  W ater 
A u t h o r i t i e s  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  f i s h e r i e s .
(3) I f  no o t h e r  m eans c o u ld  b e  fo und  o f  r a i s i n g  
s u f f i c i e n t  incom e t o  lo o k  a f t e r  th e  f i s h e r i e s ;  
econom ies s h o u ld  be  made and t h e r e  s h o u ld  be  
no f u r t h e r  i n c r e a s e s  i n  s t a f f ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
and  e x p e n s e s .
Comments o f  L a n c a s h i re  C o n s u l ta t iv e  F i s h e r i e s  C om m ittee ;
N o t a p p ro v e d , f e l t  t h a t  i t  w ould  be  w rong to  a g re e  
i te m s  f o r  1979 when th e y  d id  n o t  know t h e  c o s t  o f  u pkeep  e t c .
They w ou ld  be  i n  f a v o u r  o f  c o n s u l t a t i o n s  when th e  f i g u r e s  
w ere  known.
Comments o f  B ram pton A n g lin g  A s s o c ia t io n ;
N o t a p p ro v e d , th e  p ro p o s e d  s c a l e s  gave  t h e  im p re s s io n  
t h a t  th e  many w ere  b e in g  p e n a l i s e d  f o r  th e  p r i v i l e g e s  o f  th e  
few . The r e v i s i o n s  w ere  h e a v i ly  lo a d e d  i n  f a v o u r  o f  salm on  
f i s h e r s  and  n e tsm en , a s  one good c a tc h  c o u ld  p ay  f o r  t h e  s e a s o n s  
l i c e n c e ,  th u s  h ig h e r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  s h o u ld  be made by th o s e  two 
c a t e g o r i e s .  I t  was recom m ended t h a t  th e  A u th o r i ty  s h o u ld  f o l lo w  . 
th e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  d o u b lin g  th e  l i c e n c e s  c h a rg e d  on 1 s t  J a n u a r y ,  1976 
t o  b e  o p e r a b le  from  1 s t  J a n u a r y ,  1979. T h is  w ou ld  i n  e f f e c t  
b e in g  a l l  ty p e s  o f  l i c e n c e s  i n t o  l i n e  and  o f f e r  much f a i r e r  
d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  c h a rg e s  i n  p r o p o r t io n .  t6  th e  num bers t a k in g  
p a r t  and  th e  c o s t  o f  s e r v i c e s  t o  th e  c a t e g o r i e s  f i s h i n g .  Thus 
sa lm on  f is h e rm e n  w ould  p ay  £ 2 4 .0 0 , f r e s h w a te r  f is h e rm e n  £ 4 .0 0  
and  th e  R iv e r  E den Draw N e t f is h e rm e n  £ 3 0 0 .0 0 , p e r  s e a s o n .
6Recommendation of South and West Cumberland 
Committee;
Approved.
Comments of Carlisle Angling Association:
Dealt with under paragraph 5 above. See 
particularly 5(2).
Comments of Lancashire Consultative Fisheries Committee:
Not approved - felt that the placing of a rent on 
Association owned waters by way of a levy would amount to  
paying rents twice.
Comments of Brampton Angling Association:
Approved - reluctant support given. Inevitably 
this would mean higher rents but it was realised pressure 
could not be brought to resist the subsidising of 
commercial fishing whilst at the same time expecting 
ratepayers to subsidise an anglers chosen sport, when other 
sports (golf etc.) were self supporting.
6. Working Party Recommendation 10 (c):
(see paragraph 6 of Appendix III)
W orking P a r ty  R ecom m endation 10 ( d ) ;
(s e e  p a ra g r a p h  7 o f  A ppendix  I I I )
R ecom m endation o f  S o u th  and  W est C um berland  
C om m ittee;
 " T h a t  th e  recom m endation  be  n o t  a c c e p te d  and 
t h a t  th e  p r i n c i p l e  be r e c o n s id e r e d  by th e  a p p r o p r i a t e  
body  t a k in g  i n t o  a c c o u n t  th e  c o n s u l t a t i o n s  t h a t  have  
t a k e n  p l a c e  w i th  th e  v a r io u s  L o c a l-A d v is o ry  C o m m ittee s .
'Comments o f  C a r l i s l e  A n g lin g  A s s o c ia t io n ;
D e a l t  w i th  u n d e r  p a ra g ra p h  5 a b o v e .
Comments o f  L a n c a s h i r e  C o n s u l ta t iv e  F i s h e r i e s  C om m ittee
N o t a p p ro v e d , -  f e l t  u n a b le  t o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  
reco m m en d a tio n  i n  any  way.
Comments o f  B ram pton A n g lin g  A s s o c ia t io n ;
No s p e c i f i c  comment on  t h i s  reco m m en d a tio n .
W orking  P a r ty  R ecom m endation 1 0 ( e ) ;
( s e e  p a ra g ra p h  8 o f  A p p en d ix  I I I )
R ecom m endation o f  S o u th  and  W est C um berland  
C o m m ittee ; 
The C om m ittee  f e l t  u n a b le  to  comment upon t h i s  
reco m m en d a tio n  i n  th e  l i g h t  o f  t h e i r  reco m m en d a tio n s  
i n  r e s p e c t  o f  t h e  o t h e r  p r o p o s a l s .
Comments o f  C a r l i s l e  A n g lin g  A s s o c ia t io n ;
D e a l t  w i th  u n d e r  p a ra g ra p h  5 a b o v e .
Comments o f  L a n c a s h i r e  C o n s u l ta t iv e  F i s h e r i e s  C om m ittee ;
N ot a p p ro v e d  -  b u t  u n d e rs to o d  t h e r e  c o u ld  b e  a n  i n c r e a s e  
n o t  e x c e e d in g  30% o f  to d a y s  p r e s e n t  v a lu e .  Would r e f e r  th e  
A u th o r i ty  t o  n o te  th e  P r i c e s  and  Incom es B oard  v a lu e s .
Comments o f  B ram pton  A n g lin g  A s s o c ia t io n ;
D e a l t  w i th  u n d e r  p r e v io u s  p a ra g r a p h s  ( se e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
p a ra g r a p h  5 above)-.
9In addition to the specific recommendations and proposals 
listed above, the following additional recommendations and proposals 
have been submitted on this matter:
Working Party Recommendation 10(b)(v):
(see paragraph 9(i) of Appendix III)
Recommendation of South and West Cumberland 
Committee:
. "That licence duties in respect of nets and
fixed engines be reviewed."
Comments of Carlisle Angling Association:
Nets and fixed engines should be licensed 
at a figure commensurate with the value of the 
fish they take.
In support of this proposition the Association 
wished to make the strongest possible protest regarding 
the proposal not to seek increases for the licences on 
nets and fixed engines. They could not agree with the 
reason given that these were substantially increased 
at the last review. Rod licences were also substantially 
increased, salmon and trout licences both went up by 
100% from the price of the old Cumberland River Authority 
licence. To exempt the nets would add insult to injury.
It was pointed out that in the River Eden, it 
was the operation of the nets and fixed engines which 
were a major cause of the decline in the numbers of 
salmon and migratory trout. Thus, the proposal to 
exempt the nets would, if approved, increase the pressure 
on the salmon.
Draft nets in the Eden had been the bane of anglers 
for the past 150 years. In recent years, the reduced 
flow of water, due to abstraction and drainage, combined with 
a changing pattern of salmon runs had meant that the nets 
were ruining the Eden as a salmon river for angling. The 
one draft net could take 1,000 salmon in a season, and a 
conservative estimate of the value there, would be £15,000, 
for the full time employment of only one man. The £195 
licence duty was ridiculous when compared to the 200 members 
of the Association who paid over £2,000 in licence duties 
to fish for salmon and caught a total of only sixty fish 
this current year.
From 1st January, 1978, the licence for a haaf net would 
cost £16.90 and, it was presumed, would remain at that figure, 
should the proposals be implemented, until 1982. From 
1st January, 1978, the licence for a salmon rod would cost 
£15.60 and be subject to a 122% increase from 1st January, 1979 
so that by 1982 it would cost around £35.
At the present time it was cheaper to fish for salmon 
with a net than with a rod. Haaf net operators did not pay 
rent, rates or club fees.
Any increase in the number of Haaf nets would 
in no way compensate for the loss of rod anglers (in 
revenue to the Authority) and would certainly not 
improve the numbers of migratory fish reaching the 
rivers.
Comments of Lancashire Consultative Fisheries Committee:
That in addition to the comments listed above, the 
Authority think again on the recommendations as to future 
policy.
Comments of Brampton Angling Association:
The underlying principle in all these recommendations 
must be that those who stand to gain the greater benefit 
from the service should pay accordingly. The proposed 
scales recommended give the contrary impression, that the 
many are being penalised for the privileges of the few.
The revisions were loaded heavily in favour of the 
salmon fishers and netsmen.
Additionally the Association felt insufficient time 
had been allowed to obtain the consensus of angling 
opinion upon the proposals. It was important that the 
overall support of anglers be obtained to reduce frust­
ration and objections to a minimum. If blanket 
support could be obtained through adequate consultation 
to proposed increases, this would strengthen the hand 
 of the Authority in making application to the Minister.
It would be more democratic to consult anglers 
before decisions were taken.
